
Jan. 2022

Energy Optimization Program Ending

On December 31, 2022, the state-mandated Energy Optimization program (EO) ended. We are currently working on 
possible alternatives and will announce more information as it becomes available. 

You will no longer see the charge for MI Energy Optimization on your bill.

Updates to Power Cost Adjustment
The Power Cost Adjustment will change from .00468 per kWh to .01024 per kWh due to increased costs from our 
power suppliers. We do not expect a significant impact on your bill due to the elimination of the EO charge.

Please contact us at info@teammidwest.com if you have any questions. 

Scholarships Available
High School Seniors: Answer a video challenge, and you could earn $1,000 towards your post-secondary education.

If your family receives monthly service from Midwest Energy & Communications (MEC) at your primary residence, 
you are eligible to apply. Selection for the scholarship is based on the video submission along with academic 
performance, extra-curricular activities, community involvement and/or employment and honors and awards. A 
minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0 on a four-point scale is required, and an official transcript must be 
submitted for final approval. 

Read about the video topic and submit your video at teammidwest.com/scholarship. Deadline is March 14.

Please note: Children of MEC employees and board members are not eligible to apply.

MINUTEFireplaces 
For Extra Value, Add Extra Safety
By Derrill Holly

fire in the hearth is a warm and welcoming part of 
winter for many of us, but open flames inside the 
home should always be tended to safely. Before 

you light your fireplace, consider safety first.

Patty Davis, deputy director of communications for the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), offers 
the safety planning tips below. The agency cites home 
fireplaces, chimneys and chimney connectors as the leading 
causes of residential fires attributed to heating equipment.

According to the CPSC, an open and properly maintained 
flue ensures that fireplace gases can be vented to the 
outside through the chimney and closed to help keep heat 
inside the home when the fireplace is not in use.

Be sure to have a protective barrier in front of your fireplace 
to prevent a child or grandchild from coming into direct 
contact with the glass front of the fire screen. The surface 
temperature of the glass front can heat up to 500 degrees 
Fahrenheit, which can cause very serious burns to a child.

“If you use your fireplace for supplemental heating, 
you should include a full inspection with your system 
checkups,” said Davis. “You should also make sure you 
have at least one carbon monoxide (CO) detector on each 
floor of your home to reduce the risks of CO exposure.” 

Odorless and colorless, carbon monoxide can quickly 
build up in the closed interior spaces of a home, leaving all 
occupants incapacitated and hindering escape. “When a 
CO alarm is activated, people can get out and then contact 
firefighters to deal with the carbon monoxide buildup that 
prompted the alarm,” said Davis. 

Fireplaces should be considered fuel-burning appliances, 
subject to the same safety precautions, inspections and 
maintenance standards recommended for other items 
in that category. “Get a regular inspection, just as you 
would for a furnace or heating system,” said Davis. 
The inspection should be done by a qualified chimney 
company professional. That inspection not only helps to 
ensure the system is tuned up for efficient operation, but 
it also gives the homeowner warning of wear or damage 
that could potentially cause fires or other problems once 
the season is underway. 

A

FIREPLACE
SAFETY TIPS
Every year, nearly 20,000 residential 
fires are linked to fireplaces. The 
Consumer Product Safety Commission 
offers these tips to help you keep your 
family safe:

Consider scheduling a fireplace inspection and 
cleaning by a certified professional.

Install a carbon monoxide detector on every 
floor of your home. These devices offer 
low-cost protection and provide early 
warnings of potential problems.  

Keep flues, dampers, firestops, flashing and 
chimney caps in good condition.

If you have small children and/or pets, consider 
a secondary screen. A glass screen can reach 
temperatures of 500 degrees Fahrenheit, so an 
extra barrier can protect them from serious burns.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

CO



WITH MEC FIBER, WE MAKE INTERNET EASY.
Reliable, stable connection 

Area's fastest speeds — up to 1 Gig!

Unlimited data

No throttling

No router rental fees
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SURPRISES ARE NICE, 
BUT NOT WHEN THAT 
SURPRISE IS 
ADDITIONAL FEES.
INTERNET MADE EASY

PLUS, whole-home Wi-Fi with Parental Controls and 
Network Security is included in every package at no 
additional charge. Now that’s a nice surprise.

MEC's �ber-fast internet o�ers lots of surprises, but 
additional fees are not part of the surprise. And you won't 
need a magnifying glass or a team of lawyers to decipher 
our pricing or �ne print. We o�er fair, transparent pricing 
with no surprises. 

teammidwest.com/internet | 800.492.5989
 Internet services are not regulated by the Michigan Public Service Commission.

INTERNET MADE EASY


